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Australian Natives Association, stirred colonial opinion into a
compelling force for unity. Under this increased popular
pressure a second National Convention in 1897-8 formulated
a draft federation broadly upon the lines of that in 1891 but
with more generous concessions to the democratic idea. In
mode of inception the Australian federal constitution was
more democratic than that of Canada. It was drafted by
men elected directly by the people for the specific purpose of
framing a constitution (except those from Western Australia
who were chosen by the two legislative houses), it was freely
and vigorously debated on hundreds of platforms throughout
the continent, and was submitted to the electors for approval.
On its first submission to the citizens of New South Wales,
it failed to obtain the required number of votes. Further
amended to meet the criticisms of labour and to conform
more fully with democratic logic, the projected union was
duly accepted in New South Wales and the other colonies,
embodied in a British statute, and brought into operation
on January 1, 1901, under the significant title of Common-
wealth, with its long-established English connotation of a
state founded on law and the common good.

The Australian community has been shaped by pastoral-
ism, determined in turn by geography and climate. In the
first quarter of the nineteenth century merino wool became
the basic staple, fostered by abundant pastures, by a climate
which made shelter for flocks unnecessary, and by the high
value promptly placed by British manufacturers on the
Australian fleece. By 1818 a fine and strong wool produced
on the dry pastures of New South Wales sold in London at
nearly double the price of the Spanish product, and by 1850
Australia provided 39 million pounds of the total British
imports of 74 million.1 The wool industry and trade con-
tinued to expand until by the thirties of the present century
Australia produced almost a quarter of the world's total wool
^Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, XV, 479.